
Eclipse Tour Eclipse Tour 
Orientation MeetingOrientation Meeting

14 March 200914 March 2009
Westlake Village, CAWestlake Village, CA



Welcome FolksWelcome Folks……

…… and thanks for coming today!!and thanks for coming today!!



Our AgendaOur Agenda
• Welcome Noon
• Self introductions 12:10
• Why you are here – objectives 12:20
• About the tour (facts, figures, 12:35

preparation, critical items to do
before we go, medical stuff)

• Questions and Answers 13:30
• Wrap up and adjourn 14:00



22 July 2009 Eclipse Track22 July 2009 Eclipse Track



Route of Travel for Eclipse Tour Route of Travel for Eclipse Tour –– July 2009July 2009



The Eclipse Path Through ChinaThe Eclipse Path Through China



The Eclipse Path Through Eastern ChinaThe Eclipse Path Through Eastern China

AOI



Eclipse Path Weather/Cloud Cover History Eclipse Path Weather/Cloud Cover History 

Based on 20 years of satellite imagery data (1981 – 2000)



Location of Observing SiteLocation of Observing Site



Important Upcoming DatesImportant Upcoming Dates

• March 31st - Final Payments due for tour
• April 3rd - CTS registration form &

photocopy of passport info to T2

• May 8th - Submission of visa form & 
passports to CTS offices

• June 5th - Obtain any vaccines or 
inoculations desired/needed

• June 21-26th - Final travel documents 
shipped out to tour members

• July 13th - Depart for Beijing, China!! 
• July 14th - The tour commences!!   



China Tour Integration China Tour Integration 



CTS Registration Form CompletionCTS Registration Form Completion
• This is required by CTS for all 

their clients (sorry)
• You must fill in and sign the 

form (read their Ts and Cs, 
please)

• Accompany form with a high 
quality photocopy of the 
passport’s 1st two pages

• Please mail/scan and email to 
T2 by April 3rd !!

• Please do this on time as it’s a 
vital piece of paperwork!!



Visa Application Process (CTS)Visa Application Process (CTS)
• The form is shown on the LHS 

of this chart – T2 will email out 
to you when time comes

• If using a credit card, you must 
complete authorization form 
and send w/application

• Send in the application & your 
passport to CTS NST 5/8/09

• Be sure that your passport is 
valid for NLT 6 months after 
the end of the tour

• Must have 2 totally blank 
pages available in your 
passport



CDC Suggested Vaccinations/Inoculations for CDC Suggested Vaccinations/Inoculations for 
Travelers to China Travelers to China 

• Polio booster (if needed)
• DPT
• Typhoid inoculation
• Immunoglobin shot (used to be γ-globulin)
• Hepatitis A booster (if needed)

check with your personal physician for any other suggested prophylactics  



Travel InsuranceTravel Insurance

• Strictly optional on your part, but a good idea
• Two primary providers of travel insurance

– TravelEx Insurance
– TravelGuard Insurance

• Covers typical reasons for trip cancellation: medical, 
personal family emergencies, etc.

• Does NOT cover job loss, “change of plans”, etc. --- that 
coverage is extra

• Cost is typically about $48 per $1000 of tour cost (based 
on traveler’s age, state of residence)



Packing/Luggage AdvicePacking/Luggage Advice

• Keep it light (remember: heat, humidity, bag restrictions, 
hassle of schlepping, overweight add-on charges)

• Tour porterage fee covers one (1) 20kg (44 lb) bag per 
person (you may have to pay for added porterage)

• International air limit is 2 bags, 50 lbs each, NGT 62 
inches combined dimensions (l,w,h)

• Domestic air in China limit is one (1) bag, 20kg max wt.
(don’t freak out – we will be using group check in to 
help offset potential overweight/over limit charges) 

• Leave your 14” Newtonian ‘scope at home – it’s not 
needed to watch the eclipse; a spotting ‘scope will 
suffice!!



Food, WaterFood, Water

• Do NOT drink/ingest any water from taps, shower (it’s filtered 
but there’s still “beasties” in it at a sub-µ level)

• Bottled, sealed water, canned soft drinks are OK
• NO ice in your drinks, no glasses (washed in tap water)
• Hot tea, hot coffee are fine, as long as water has been boiled 

for @ least 10 minutes
• NO street stall food!! 
• Restaurants are generally fine – no worries… however, 

– No “English subtitles” – Mandarin only, with photos of main 
dishes and sides

• Hotel food is perfectly OK 



Time, Electricity, TelephoneTime, Electricity, Telephone
• Time in China is 

universal/one time zone –
CST

• Time = UTC +8 hours, also 
is = Pacific Daylight Time 
+15 hours (note: no daylight 
saving time in PRC)

• Electricity:  220 v, 50 Hz 
(you may need to have a 
converter for your electrical 
appliances in some cases –
check the adapter 
transformer FIRST)

• IDD phone service available 
in our hotels

Type “A” outlet

Type “G” outlet



Optical EquipmentOptical Equipment
• 35mm SLR or D-SLR is best
• An HDV video camera is very useful (I’m NO expert though)
• Film (remember this??)

– ISO 100 – 200 is ideal speed
– ISO < 100 for experienced users/pros

• Binoculars – standard sports/birding binoculars are fine 
(10x30, 8X40, etc.)  Larger sizes (20x80) are specialized for 
astronomy use

• A very sturdy, very stable camera tripod…
• Reliable cable releases/electronic triggers
• Safe optical filter material for partial phases of the eclipse is 

mandatory!!



Photography PointersPhotography Pointers

• Put camera (including video) on manual focus at ∞ and 
manual exposure, otherwise, the camera will contunually
try to focus and will set the wrong exposure

• First time photographers should consult a book covering 
solar eclipse photography, preferably one that includes 
guidance for digital camera use

• Remember: there will be NO electricity at observing site, 
so you have to be self sufficient regarding power for 
drives, etc. 



Airport Security Airport Security 

• Large bottles of fluids, including bottles of water and soft 
drinks/beverages will be confiscated at security check 
points

• Wear easy-to-remove metallic items like belts
• Be prepared to remove your shoes
• For those of carrying film, protective lead bags work fine, 

but only for hand-carried luggage. Checked baggage
gets X-rayed hard. Don't expect hand inspection of 
vulnerable carry on items



White Light/White Light/PhotosphericPhotospheric Filter BasicsFilter Basics

• Good Filter Materials
– Aluminized Mylar™ made for eclipse use
– OD 6.0 or greater glass filters
– Welder’s Glass - # 14 density
– Commercially manufactured Inconel™ glass filters
– Highly overexposed, fully developed, b/w film

• Bad Filter Materials (very dangerous)
– Sunglasses
– “Pop Tart” packages
– Overdeveloped color film
– Soot/carbon-coated glass plates
– Compact discs
– 90° /orthogonally crossed polarizing lenses



Shanghai Skyline Shanghai Skyline –– Pudong Pudong 



Yu Gardens Yu Gardens -- ShanghaiShanghai



Yu Garden Entrance Yu Garden Entrance -- ShanghaiShanghai



Eclipse Observing Site Eclipse Observing Site –– PinghuPinghu High SchoolHigh School



Ground and Satellite Views ofGround and Satellite Views of PinghuPinghu SchoolSchool



Useful/Helpful Websites
• Safe Solar Filter Sources

– www.thousandoaksoptical.com
– www.astro-physics.com
– www.rainbowsymphony.com

• Travel Insurance
– www.travelex-insurance.com/consumer/welcome.aspx
– www.travelguard.com

• Centers for Disease Control/Traveler’s Information
– www.cdc.gov/travel/destinationChina.aspx

• Eclipse Information 
– www.eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/eclipse.html
– www.eclipser.ca

• U.S. Department of State
– www.state.gov

http://www.thousandoaksoptical.com/
http://www.thousandoaksoptical.com/
http://www.astro-physics.com/
http://www.astro-physics.com/
http://www.rainbowsymphony.com/
http://www.cdc.gov/travel/destinationChina.aspx
http://www.eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/eclipse.html
http://www.eclipser.ca/


……TT--tt--tt--thatthat’’s All Folks!s All Folks!

Any questions??Any questions??
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